
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 2023 
 
Joy, Love, Peace and Warmth 
 
Dear Friend, 
 
During these troubled times we wish you joy, love, peace and warmth.  We also wish the 
same for the monkeys and lemurs in our care. 
 

We work hard to provide joy for each of our residents every day.  We 
create personalised enrichment in many forms.  As we provide a home for 
many species of monkey and lemurs – 7 species of monkeys and 3 species 
of lemurs – all types of enrichment need to be tailored to the habits, 
dexterity and intelligence of each species, and indeed, each individual.   

 
The monkeys love to tear open packages to find out what treats are hidden inside.  The 
lemurs look at the packages but do not investigate further: unless the packaging is see-
through, the lemurs do not realise that there might be something interesting or tasty inside.  
Food-oriented treats also need to be customised according to certain dietary restrictions.  
For example, Cody, our long-tailed macaque, has a low/no potassium diet because of health 
concerns and, unfortunately, cannot have universally favourite monkey treats such as 
raisins, dried cranberries or bananas.   
 
Pockets, our famous painting capuchin monkey gets joy out of playing ball.  He will initiate 
play – a sign of his intelligence – and will use his hand or prehensile tail to propel a ball 
along the sanctuary floor.  We return it to him and so it continues until he decides it’s time 
to do something else.  
 
A source of joy for Mr. Jenkins, our beloved elderly spider monkey, is to be able to swing 
from one area of his enclosures to another – emulating the behaviour that he would practice 
in the wild.  “Brachiation” is swinging from tree limb to tree limb, letting go between the 
branches and actually flying through the air.  Although Jenkins’ indoor and outdoor 
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enclosures are now doubled in size, we would love to provide him with even more space 
outdoors to let him fly.   
 
Certainly, many sources of joy for our monkeys are not expensive to provide.  We do a lot 
with repurposed cardboard boxes of all sizes in providing a wide variety of enrichment for 
our monkeys.  However, construction costs have escalated beyond belief in the last few 
years – particularly the cost of materials.  We have hopes to extend the size of all the 
outdoor enclosures adjacent to our older building, the Barn, but I would particularly like to 
give Jenks the opportunity to have a larger space to build bars so that he can brachiate 
freely between them.  I guess we actually want to build ”monkey bars”  সহ঺঻ 

 
At Story Book we are hopeless romantics and are hoping for love – or at 
least a friendship – to develop between Darwin and Chiquita. It would 
seem like a perfect match since they have so much in common – same 
species (Japanese macaques), same age (around 12), both spent time as pets.  
Since we moved Chiquita next to Darwin, we have closely monitored 
introductions between them but there does not seem to be huge interest on 
either side.  They certainly don’t show any aggression, they just don’t seem 
particularly interested.  They watch each other, they talk to each other, but 
they don’t necessarily want to be together.  As long as they co-exist 
happily, we are happy for them.  We will keep giving them the opportunity 
to spend time together, groom each other and perhaps one day even 
snuggle. 

 
The family we were able to create for Mishaa, after she was rejected by her own troop, 
continues to thrive.  Bella, Samson and Mishaa get joy from different activities:  Bella loves 
to be outside during all weathers, Mishaa is happiest when she is swinging on her 
hammock and Samson likes to take naps.  However, they will often get together and groom 
each other – a monkey’s way of showing love.  
 
Judy and Johnny, two of our olive baboons, share a special kind of love.  Johnny always 
keeps an eye out for Judy but when it comes to food, Judy doesn’t stand a chance – he grabs 
all that he can get.  We pay particular attention to how we feed them to make sure Judy gets 
her fair share of treats and food.  It appears that they were not fed regularly at the roadside 
zoo where they came from and certainly were not loved by their previous owners.   
Unfortunately, insecurities such as these are hard to break even though they now get as 
much food and attention as they deserve.  
 

Although we want peace at the sanctuary, it is fun to hear the different 
vocalisations from the various species.  Max, another one of our Japanese 
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macaques, seems to know when it is dinner time and will remind us just in 
case we’ve forgotten. We can hear him call while we are preparing dinners 
in the kitchen.  Judy also seems to have an automatic timer.  We go in and 
out of the Haven constantly but Judy will let out an excited scream when 
we take dinners to the Haven even though she can’t see us as we enter the 
building. 

 
We love to hear Stevie’s little chirps as he jumps and swings from one area to another or in 
anticipation of a new toy or a treat.  Stevie, our baby squirrel monkey, is eating well and 
growing each day.  You may remember that Stevie arrived in our care last December, when 
he was just 36-hours old, after his mother died during childbirth.  Slowly we worked to 
introduce Stevie to Rudy with the hopes that she would help care for the newborn – she did 
and she was a wonderful mother for Stevie.  Sadly, their relationship lasted just a few short 
months; Rudy died not long after we discovered a giant tumor in her body.  We miss Rudy 
dearly and are saddened that Stevie has lost a second mother.  Stevie, thankfully, is resilient 
and enjoys the special attention he gets from our staff and volunteers.  He does still like to 
suck his thumb, which is just another reminder of how similar monkeys are to humans.   
 
Nora and Mojo, our ruffed lemurs, surprised us when they first arrived at the sanctuary 
almost 4 years ago.  They had the most cacophonous alarm calls we had ever heard.  We 
truly thought one of them was seriously hurt.  However, it appeared that it was their usual 
way of reacting to something new or unusual.    Nowadays they are fully utilising the large 
outdoor space they have but will occasionally call out if a large bird, such as a turkey 
vulture, flies overhead. 
 

Finally, we provide warmth for our residents during our cold winter 
months in Canada.  Last winter we invested in a generator for the old 
building.  Now the furnace is due for replacement having served its 
purpose for over 15 years.  For some monkeys and lemurs we even 
supplement their heat with individual heat lamps.  When we created our 
new building, George’s Haven, we incorporated a generator as part of the 
original plan.  The Haven also has in-floor heating, which is particularly 
good for Samson, who suffers from severe arthritis.  To provide warmth 
and comfort for all 24 monkeys and lemurs, our costs for six months of the 
year are close to $4,500 per month.   Now that we need to replace the 
furnace, that is another large cost – up to $6,000.   

 
As committed followers of the sanctuary and generous donors, you have always helped us 
provide the best care possible for our monkeys and lemurs who did not choose to live in 
captivity.  We hope you will again help us achieve some of our goals and dreams for a 
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better life for those in need.  Whether it is to give more joy to Jenkins by enlarging his 
outdoor space so that he gets to fly through the air, or to guarantee warmth for the 
monkeys and lemurs in the Barn with the installation of a new furnace, we hope that you 
can continue to provide financial support for the important work we do. 

This month we celebrate a couple of milestones.  Stevie will celebrate his first birthday and 
Darwin will have been at Story Book for 11 years.  Although the work we do can be 
difficult – looking after a baby just hours old who lost his mother during childbirth and a 
baby who only knew life as someone’s pet dressed in human clothes, a diaper, and forced 
to wear a collar and a leash - we are fortunate that we have been able to not only take in 
these monkeys who needed a home but also to see them grow and thrive. 

I know that many worthy organisations are requesting donations at this time of year.  We 
are very grateful that you have chosen to support us.   

It is because of you that we can pay staff instead of relying solely on 
volunteers. 

It is because of you that we were able to complete the building of George’s 
Haven when 9 monkeys and lemurs needed a warm, secure home after a 
life of abuse and neglect.   

It is because of you that we were able to save the sanctuary over eight years 
ago. 

From the Board, staff, volunteers and myself, we thank you for your support and wish you 
all that is good during this holiday season – joy, love, peace and warmth. 

Daina Liepa 
Executive Director 

P.S.  We are rescheduling our planned silent auction to February in time for Valentine's Day. 

P.P.S.  We have created a Happy Holidays wish list for our monkeys and lemurs.  You can 
find it on our website:  www.storybookmonkeys.org 
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Joyous Cody, in his 
sleep box. 

Lovely Darwin 
(above) and 

Chiquita (left). 
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Mishaa, watching Samson nap. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Baby Stevie (above) 
and 

Colette, ready for a 
pedicure. 


