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PRIMATE SANQTUARY

Summer 2025

It Takes a Village

Dear Friend,

It is said, "It takes a village to raise a child". It takes an entire community of people to
provide for and interact positively with children for them to experience and grow in a
safe and healthy environment.

We are primates. Our children are primates. Our monkeys are primates.

As many of our monkeys have been taken away from their mothers at birth, instead of a
troop of monkeys to look after them, an entire community of people must provide for
and interact positively with the monkeys so that they may experience and grow in a safe
and healthy environment.

The sanctuary is their community, their “village’. It takes time, persistence and a lot of
money to ensure that our monkeys (and lemurs) are, in many cases, for the first time in
their lives, safe and healthy and free to make choices for themselves.

Our village consists of 4 staff, our wonderful volunteers including our
veterinary help, a hands-on Board of Directors and you — our donors.
The specialised care we are able to provide is because of your generosity
and your belief in what we do.

This year we celebrate 10 years since we saved the sanctuary from closing and saved the
lives of the monkeys and lemurs. There was nowhere else for them to go. Failure was not
an option.
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Over the last 10 years we not only saved and enhanced the lives of our existing residents,
but also welcomed many new faces.

At the moment we have 23 monkeys and lemurs in our care. The average annual cost of
care per resident is $15,000 for a total of $345,000 per year. This covers their daily needs
plus giving us the ability to deal with extraordinary expenses.

Last year we spent $10,000 to get a CT scan and an endoscopy for Pierre.

We enlarged Mr. Jenkins” outdoor enclosure for the cost of $40,000.

We arranged for a primate nutritionist to come to the sanctuary to develop specific diets
for each of our monkey and lemur species. In captivity, primates, of course, don’t get as
much exercise as they would in the wild so they can become overweight. We now have

strict diets for each of the species in our care — they aren’t getting as many grapes or

bananas as they used to. &

One sad departure and two new arrivals

Sadly, last month, we had to say goodbye to our extremely loved wonderful Black lemur,
Ricky. This is never easy.

He had a health check in April and was found to have arthritis. A few weeks later he was
lethargic and not eating. We were lucky to have him immediately seen by a veterinarian
with lemur experience. He determined that Ricky not only had kidney disease, but also
possibly had pneumonia or lung cancer.

We brought him home to the sanctuary with hope and a lot of meds, but Ricky continued
to be listless — he didn't want to take his meds and was not eating. So, we had to make
the very difficult decision to euthanise him to free him from his discomfort and pain.
Ricky came to the sanctuary as a scrawny lemur who was kept as a pet with no name.
We are so glad that we were able to give him a better life for almost three years - other
lemurs to hang out with, a healthy diet and a name.

The change in Ricky mentally and physically was astounding. Having come from a life
where he was just given table scraps, he enjoyed many kinds of vegetables - having
different favourites from week to week. Sometimes it was bok choy, then it was celery;

sometimes it was cauliflower or romaine.

He learned his name and grunted in response. We miss him terribly. Rest in peace, Ricky.
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The next day Myste arrived.

She is a ring-tail lemur who was driven for 17 straight hours all the way from Prince
Edward Island. She was kept as a pet but, again, her surroundings were inappropriate,
and her diet was unhealthy. As there are no exotic animal veterinarians on PEI, she has
never seen a vet. She is currently in our quarantine space until she has a thorough health
check to determine that she is healthy and able to be moved close to our other ringtails.
We will have to see how they all respond to each other before we try to introduce them.

And then came Njeri - a Kikuyu name meaning ‘warrior’.

Njeri is a beautiful patas monkey. Her facial markings are stunning. She was part of a
troop at a zoo, but after all 5 other members of her family died, she was alone. We were
asked to take her so that she could be around other monkeys. She now has Mr. Jenkins as
a neighbour on one side and our ringtails, Bandit and Marwood, on the other side. She
seems to be settling in well and particularly loves to be outdoors. She is still a little shy,
but she answers to her name.

The sanctuary is now at capacity. We have no more space for another monkey or lemur
needing a loving home. We never know when we are going to get the next call asking us
to provide solace for another monkey or lemur and, until we construct a new building,
we would have to say no.

We saved Bruno from life in a dark hole with no access to the outdoors and now he can
go outdoors and enjoy the grass and the sun whenever he likes. If that call came today,
we would have to say no.

We were able to offer Mishaa the opportunity to be part of a family when her own family
rejected her. If that call came today, we would have to say no.

As I mentioned earlier, it takes a village to look after our residents, but it also takes money
—a lot of money. George’s Haven, built to make space for 9 monkeys and lemurs rescued
from a roadside zoo 6 years ago cost $500,000. Since then, the cost of building materials
has skyrocketed so we have set a goal of $1 million.

As part of our 10th anniversary, we have made the commitment to construct another
building so that more lab monkeys can retire, more monkeys can be brought from
inhumane conditions at unregulated roadside zoos, so more monkeys and lemurs can
find a new family when their own is absent. Over the life of the sanctuary, founded in
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2000, we have been home to 45 monkeys and lemurs. In the last 10 years we have more
than doubled our space to provide sanctuary for those coming from desperate
circumstances, but now we are bursting at the seams.

As we raise money for the new building, we still have a commitment to improve and
enlarge the older existing outdoor enclosures. Two members of our “village” — two of our
very generous donors - have offered to match donations up to $50,000 for primate
housing. As the expansion of these enclosures will cost about $50,000, raising double this
amount would give us a head start on the $1million. It would not only allow us to give
Njeri and others more space, but would also be the start of something new for monkeys
we don’t even know yet. > Check out our website www.storybookmonkeys.org [to have
your donation matched]!

We have set goals that have seemed insurmountable in the past and, fortunately, have
succeeded. We hope to continue that success with the help of our extended family — our
donors. We don’t send emails every week asking for donations. We ask when it is
important and now it is imperative that we can give more monkeys like Judy and Johnny
the security of being fed every day, to give monkeys like Stevie life after the death of his
mother.

Thank you for all you have helped us accomplish in the last 10 years but, unfortunately,
there are a lot more monkeys and lemurs who need us. Please help us attain this goal —

$50,000 at a time.

Wishing you a wonderful summer.

) o=,

Daina Liepa Donate today using
Executive Director this QR code!

P.S. During the next 12 months we will be announcing various fundraising events and
opportunities for us to come together. The first will be Monkey Magic at Great Lakes
Brewpub in Toronto on August 16th — we hope you can join us. There will be live dance
music supplied by the band Big Night Out performing hits from the last seven decades.
Something for everyone. Plus, performances by the Toronto Magic Company and
Illusionist Steven Jones - mind-blowing magic that will leave you wondering what is
real. Tickets to Monkey Magic are available through Eventbrite. We hope you can join
us!
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Thanks to the Village

Rest in Peace, Ricky.

Meet Myste!

Warm welcome to Njeri!
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Darwin

celebrating his
birthday!

Jenkins
exploring his
enclosure
expansion!
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